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Our meeting this month will be held NOT at our wusual meeting place
but at our NEW room, A-126, which we wi1ll occupy for the entirety of
this year. The meeting will begin at 7:45 p.m. on Friday, September
23rd. Kal Staats will be gilving a very brief verbal presentation on
Mars before entertaining us with an interesting video tape and slide
show. Refreshments wlll be served throughout the evening, helping us
begin this year with a super nova (BANG!)!

Wait! There’s more- mark the 8th of October on your calendar. The 24"
at Lowell will be open for use. Contact a PAS officer for details.

Join the Mars Watch
Saturday - September 17, 1988

at Reach 11 Park
(Union Hills & Tatum Bivd)

7:30 pm to 10:00 pm

Sponsored by the Parks Department
and Metro Phoenix Amateur Astronomers
Come see Mars as it nears opposition
and view other astronomical sights:
the moon, star clusters, and Saturn.

Park admission fee: $1.00
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Hars 1n its Fosition of Ongposition

“will be closer to Earth than it has
Rucust, September and October are the

On September 22nd, Mars
been for seventeen years.
prime observing months,

¥hile the orbit of Earth 1z nearly circular, the orbit of
Mars is not. This accounts for the varying distance between the
two planets, At apnelion, the seperation is &1 million miles. At
perinelion, tne distance 13 34.6 millien miles from Earth.

The "Red Pianet” nas & diareter of 4200 siles, roughly naif
of tne Earth's, and orbits the sun at a distance whicn varies be-
tween 128 million miles and 158 million miles. Its orbital per-
iod 15 656 days with a Martian day having a length of 24 hours,
37 minutes and 21.6 seconds,

Tne firzt telescopic observations of Mars were by
in 1eiG, I 1877 Schiap ar=z11 aﬁa icted numerous dark
mar<ings wnign he called “canali’, Later Percival Lowell
nyngrels as the nmatter of
the planet and

palileo
linear
mapped
canals
showed
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cesdoEmslooamIospall amiirts oF cavger, I3roon RONOXIGE and water

313" Zar 15 cotcoses of water ice. Its southern
¢

"dry ice”,
gre ;s neavily oratered, tne ncrthern be-
all thz worlas in the solar system, Mars is
It nas everch weather, seasonal

2
¢ Caps, clouds, vast dust storms anc four
! dation

i3, 1he Viﬁ,n" lander snowed baszltic rocks where oxi
y causing a deep reddis» coloration.
iles Marineris 15 an ippressive Canyor

Lunar Laughs!
"Wav don't s0Dnisticates ceobis go 1o Tre Moon for vacations?

{Beceuse it coesn't nave the rignt atmosohere!)

"¥her is 1t 1mpossible to land on the maon?®
(¥nen 1t is full' “haahnhaaz-hhaa'")

If hiYone, ANYwhere in AKY corner of the galaxy has something

o say tnat will interest the memders of the Phoenix Astronomical
isty, well MY STARS! it had better b= said, And that aqoss
Z for astronomy related advertisements, Jokes, or copies of
paibted to PRSTIMES., Just peap it on aver

gtrygaling tesnorary editor,

5 tnat may oo sy
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Goservation without Reservation

Acccrding to Richard Hill from Kitt Peak, who is the recorder
For ALPO (Association of Lunar & Planetary Observers), activity
of sun spot groups and solar flares is increasing drasaticaily.
He urges that activity nas tome upon us and now is the time to
qet out and obsereve the sum, 6roups 3060, 3062, and S075 have
produced sop2 of the most complex visible structures in vears,
Pat Mcintosh of NOAA thinks that 5060 15 the largest qrous since
the cornlex group in June & July of 1967 and anong the the three
largest since 19517 He also said that group S047, which recentiy
returned as qroup 5075, is the group that produced the flares all
all have heard about.

5075 was nearly as larqe as 5060 which is just coming arourn
the lim> so more activity is on tap. His prediction is that this
rotation should be as active and interesting as the qreat cycie
15 of tne “igy", The July level of activity should last for
another three months and should rise rapidly to levels bdeyond
what we have seen in the last 30 years! He said that this sorz
of activity snould last unbil the second nalf of 1992
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AL LUOR0T S 85 wei, &3 faviig tun in GLSEr ing
need reservations to make observations of this soectacu;ur event,
B CAREFUL nowever. and never look directly at the sun witnout 2
filter of the proper kind. If you nave any questions abe
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serving the sun, feel free to contact any of the PAS
"Get out there ang observe!"
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by Mark Jonns

FOR SARLE:
Cbhbservatory Ladder
3 step—hand hold bar on top

.See adiacent photol
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