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It seems that Arizona is blessed with more than just clear 
skies- those same skies are also warm. So, Arizona amateurs can 
consider themselves twice 

The meeting this month will be a story of "Birth and Life 
of the moon" by mr. Dan matlaga of Arizona State University. 
It looks like an interesting program, so please plan to attend. 
The meeting place will be a little different this time. It will 
be in room room 123 of the New Physics Wing on the ASU campus. 
Time will be 8:00 Pm on Feb. 25. This will be a chance to find 
out what ASU has in terms of equipment and such for the students. 
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As soon as a room can be scheduled, publication arrangements I 
made, and notices can be distributed, a special meeting will be I 
called. According to the bylaws a group of six voting members I 
can request such a meeting. G. Lucas, P. Jurca, K. Hepburn, T. I 
muggleton, D. Bogan, and R.Letterman have requested a meeting be I 
called regarding some proposed changes in the bylaws. The time 
and details of the meeting will be anounced in the next newsletterl 
after they have been arranged. That will be an important meeting I 
to attend. I 

After getting a sneak preview of Helen Linse's article for I 
next month, I feel that you have a treat coming in her art work. I 

Incidentally, although a map was in route from Dan matlaga I 
at the time of typing of this page, our editor was breathing I 
down my neck for "copy", so it was not able to be enclosed in thisl 
newsletter. Should any of you not be able to find where the New I 
Physics Wing is located, give one of your officers a call. I 

Bill Anderson 
Ir·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-· I 
I . SKY-LJNES is publiched monthly by : PHO:ENIX ASTRC!HlITCAL SOCIETY, me. 1 I 
1 I Phoenix,Arizona. A non-proi':t .t,educational and scientif:i .c corporation. i I 
I i Mailing address: Chuck Mash, SecretariJ , 27.36 West Rose Lane , Phoenix , . I 
I . Arizona 85017 • 1976-1977 Officers : President = Bill Anderson , Vice- 11 I President = Ken Sikes , Secretary-Treasurer = Chuck Nash • 
I • Opinions expressed ·are those of the writers and not necessarily that 11 
I I of the Phoenix Astronomical Society or its officers. • I 
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"FROM MY LITTLE CK BOOK" -------- J:-lelen Line s 

The following article was in the March 1957 issue of Sky & Scope and I 

had lots of fun looking at the objects mentioned. As the author has 

done such a superb job, I wouldn't change a word of his descriptions-
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I THE Bul{tED Tl{EAsu1u: oF MoNOGEtws 
I , . 'Q RION, first among the winter -con· 
, stdlations, has ai1 obscure neighbor, 
unknown to the ancients and seldom . ob­
served by amateurs today. Following the 
"hunter of the beast" is ;\lonoceros, the 
Unicorn, a dim area of the :'\lilky Way. 

The name of this neglected constclla· 
tion is a Greek word meaning one . horn. 
A pattern can hardly be drawn ainong its 
stars, and as l\lonoceros has no star 
brighter than ·Ith magnitude, it might well 
be described bv TennYson's line , "Swal· 
lowed in vastnc ;s, Jost i;1 silence, drowned 
in the deeps of a meaningless past." 

To find l\lonoceros is easy if one looks 
for the great triangle formed by three I st­
magnitude stars, Procyon. Betelgeuse, and 
Sirius. This bounds the most interesting 
part of the constellation. An old stanza, 
saved for posterity by Admiral Smyth: 
praises this resplendent delta: 

;''Let Procyo11 join with Betelgeuze, 
A11d pass a 1ine afar, 

To uach the point where Sirius glows­
. The most consp icuous star; 
Then will the deligb,ted view 

The fairest specimens of cclcs i i;il ' 
jewelry in this region arc the Christmas 
Tree, NCC 226 ·1, and the Harp. NCC 
22H. The first is a cluster of 20 grn1s not 
far from Xi Ccminorum and well a\Joye 
the top line of our equilatrral 1ri:111gle. 
IL has a bright star · at the bottom of the 
tree and a double at the top. but much 
of the time the tree is not seen upright. 

The Harp is a rather small duster ol 
16 suns , most of them bright , near Ep.,i­
lon ;\lonocerotis (which itself is an easy 
double star). This citJster is the heart of 
a remarkable nebula known as the 
Rosette, more than 3,()00 light-years from 
the. earth. Although the nebulosity can ­
not be seen through ordiuary telescopes, 
the Harp is compensation. 

A little west and north of NCC 224'1 
nestles a beautiful, ,-cry small delta of 
stars, a delightful object I call the Trigon , 
which has seemingly been O\·erlooked by 
almost all observers. Some of us will take 
special possession of .this miniature man·el 
of three relatively brighc stars, close to-

I •f Geminorum 
7Ar----------.--, 
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A figure fine and vast, 
Its span is equilateral, 

T1·iangular its cast." I 2264 •. :·, 
_ _, • i:!} ./ LI 
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l\Ir. Copeland's Trigon is marked by a 
small triangle near NGC 2244. 
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Behind this starry frame is a beautiful 
hidden world, awaiting the owner of a 
small· telescope who is willing to search 
in a stellar wasteland for the treasures of 
l\.fonoceros. Among them Beta, a triple 
sun, is especially appealing. It is situated 
about two thirds of the way from Betel­
geuse lo Sirius. North of it, but relati,·eh· 
close , is the cluster NCC 2232, whici'1 
might be called the Double Wedge. 

Slightly north and cast of th•! .-enter of 

! great r:q9g the 
. Colden \ 1Vorn1, a cluste r' Ot tiO stars that 
forrns a cuni11g · i;roup topped with a liy· 
i11g wedge of suns. 

' About two thirds of the way from Pro ­
cyon to Sirius is another cluster, 1\150. Ac· 
cording to Harlow Shapley it has 100 
stars, but it is less striking than this rium· 
bcr implies; its appearance suggests that 
W (' c;iJ j • I !i1 · (" , ,j J . . 

Sirius 

• 
i;ether. This triple system was discovcrc<l 
by \Vilhelm StruYe o\·cr a century ago. 
and 1s number 939 111 his catafoguc; it 
consists of an 8th-magnitude star and 
two oth ers (J[ the 9th magnitude within 
about 40 seconds of arc. 

\Vhcn explorecl with a telescope, th e 
emire consteliation of l\lonoccros is radi­
ant with a multitude of suns and with 
other clu srnrs. Although celestial i;lories 
such as were not especially made 
for l\lan, they will enrich leis ure hours. 

LELAND S. CO!'EL:\ND 
I 124 Sea te St. 
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