


FILTER TECHNIQUES FOR PLANETARY OBSERVATIONS

o

» Anyone who has been outside after midnight recentlyvor arisen Cx
. b before sunup knows there are several very bright"Morning Stars" °
\fb in the sky.In fact there have been several mornings within the pQS\ qg.
¢ past month where all 5 necked-eye planets could be seen ! ! ! 1‘
.*r In a few more weeks MARS,JUPITER and SATURN willaall be JP}{
C:? visable around midnight. With this kind of heavenly show,why not 1a;
dust off those 4mm Ortho's and start some serious observing ? <

¥

As anyone who has ever looked through a telescope at a planet
knows,they don't look like their pictures! This is because the eye )ék'
sees all colors while film can be made selective. There is no

reason not to use this same technique with your 'scope and eyeball.

The following collection of hints and suggestions are from the
booklet by Charles Capen,Jr. 1#(

COLOR CONTRAST : Affected by sharpness of boundaries and shade.
Light Yellow and Orange filters are useful in judging the colors
of the low-hue cloud belts on Jupiter and Saturn.To bring out a
white area on a reddish background,a green filter is useful.For

example,a light ¥ellow-Green filter will sharpentihebboundary of

a white frost area on Mars by darkening the ochre desert,while !E"
allowing adequate penetration of the Martian atmosphere.A Blue- ’
Green filter willssimilarly increase the contrast of an atmos-

pheric cloud above an ochre desert region(or the Red-spot of

Jupiter).A very light Blue filter is usefulffor faint Jovian 6‘:f7
and Saturnian cloud formations.Amnmost effective colored filter

for observing the hues of blue and red in the Jovian atmosphere

is Green,Wratten #58. To be contiénued in the next issue .C.V.
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